A supersite has been established and is operated under the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC) and the International Arctic Research Center (IARC) Collaboration Study (JICS), with special emphasis on activities in Research Area 2 (Terrestrial Processes and Variation), which aims understanding multi-scale interactions in the Arctic system, quantifying the impact of observing system components, and utilizing observations in tests and validation experiments for modeling and remote sensing. We have shown that the formation of a supersite under JICS can promote the effective integration of observational studies, modeling, and satellite remote sensing research targeting various components of the processes occurring in the Arctic system. Through the study of these processes, we can enhance our understanding of the nature of the Arctic and the regional aspects of global environmental change, and improve the predictability of climatic fluctuations. We plan to maintain the supersite for the five years of JICS between 2009 JFY and 2013 JFY, as well as to improve the operation of the supersite.
An observation site called a "supersite" fulfills the following project requirements: i) providing a site for surveys related to multidisciplinary research themes, ii) covering an extensive area rather than a point site, iii) being managed and maintained for the long term through cooperative work conducted by all contributors, and iv) generating observation data that are fairly shared by the contributors, and integrated and distributed to the public for the benefit of the entire scientific community.
In Siberia, pioneering research has been carried out by GEWEX Asian Monsoon Experiment-Siberia (GAME-Siberia) since 1996 (Asanuma et al., 2003) Since the combination of models and ground-based observations in various areas of research has enhanced our scientific understanding of the interactions among system components, it is desirable to construct a more comprehensive framework of well-designed cooperation incorporating farreaching research on terrestrial processes and variation, with common instruments, sensors, and locations. An effective means of coordinating such studies is to establish a so-called supersite that provides a common platform for field campaigns.
The concept of a supersite encompassing multidisciplinary research themes is shown in Fig. 1 . Since each research theme has its own objectives, the supersite should, to the greatest extent possible, adopt common elements that can serve the purposes and requirements of all research themes. Additional considerations were that vii) the site be accessibility by car from IARC/UAF during all seasons and viii) the Internet be access accessible. 
